Blessings for Sound

from the Bell and the Blackbird by David Whyte

I thank you,
for the smallest sound,
for the way my ears open
even before my eyes,
as if to remember
the way everything began
with an original, vibrant, note,
and I thank you for this
everyday original music,
always being rehearsed,
always being played,
always being remembered
as something new
and arriving, a tram line
below in the city street,
gull cries, or a ship’s horn
in the distant harbour,
so that in waking I hear voices
even where there is no voice
and invitations where
there is no invitation
so that I can wake with you
by the ocean, in summer
or in the deepest seemingly
quietest winter,

and be with you
so that I can hear you
even with my eyes closed,
even with my heart closed,
even before I fully wake.
Listening is an art unto itself that is rarely practiced. We often have the TV or music on
for background noise, but rarely listen with intention and the attention of our whole
being. In the Epistle of James 1:9, we read this advice: "My dear brothers and sisters,
take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become
angry.” In a rush to say exactly what we think few of us are quick to listen. Rare are the
times we pause and take in every sound and really hear each other.
David Whyte's poem refers to hearing that comes from a quiet soul and attentive
sensing. A hearing beyond hearing and a listening to those senses that connect us to all
things. Let's take some time during our day to really hear everything there is to hear.

Spiritual Growth
Outdoor Adventure
Join other South Church members
on Sunday, April 24 at 2 p.m. for a local hike
at Terrill Park in Concord. For more
information, contact Lorens Jorgensen.

South Church Book Discussion
Rev. Brooks Berndt, the UCC’s
Environmental Justice Minister, has written
the book, Cathedral on Fire!. The book
focuses on the unique and vitally needed gifts
that churches can offer to the climate
movement while also offering field-tested
actions for congregations to take. Join
Celeste McQuarrie on Tuesday, May 3 at
6:30 p.m. for a book discussion. Let’s share
some ideas! Let’s read it by April 22, Earth
Day! Let’s talk about it on Tuesday, May
3! Sign up today to reserve your copy of the
book! Register on-line or call the church
office.

S.A.G.E.S. (Senior Group)
Come reconnect with Jed and fellow
S.A.G.E.S. on Wednesday, May 11 from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We
will gather in-person for a BYOS (Bring Your
Own Sandwich) lunch and
conversation. Come with something you
delight in: an object, a photo, a poem, or a
story.

Stewardship
Pledge Campaign
It’s that time of year, when we ask the people
of South Church to make a financial pledge to
the congregation. We thank all of those who
have already sent in their pledge but want to
remind everyone the importance of
supporting the church financially. Together, we can answer God’s call to “be
living examples of radical hope, connecting God with our community and
with one another.”
The best way to make a pledge is to print out thispledge card and bring it
or mail it to the church office or e-mail Kayla. Also note there are several
ways of fulfilling your pledge. You can write a check, you can use bill pay
from your financial institution, you can send stocks from your financial
institution, or even make a qualified charitable contribution from your IRA. If
you do use any of these methods, please put your name and pledge 20222023 in the memo field.

Get Movin' 185 Challenge
This year the Get Movin’ 185 Challenge is the
week of June 4 to June 11. The Get Movin’
185 Challenge is a fundraiser for everyone to
celebrate our Church's 185th
birthday! Individuals can customize their
challenge as they see fit to their schedule and
lifestyle. In the past members of our
congregation have been creative! We had individuals who have biked,
walked, swam, baked, wrote letters, lifted weights, or paddled the Merrimack
River. What can you do this year using the numbers 1-8-5? Register by
Sunday, May 22. The cost to register is: $25 for adults ages 18 to 65; $10
for youth ages 15 to 18; $15 for seniors 65 and over. Families pay a

maximum of $50. Save the dates. More details to follow in our next eLation and on our website.

Nurturing
Family Promisession
Once again, we will be assisting Temple Beth
Jacob the week of May 8 to May 15 as they
will be hosting families in the program. We
will need assistance from you to make this
happen and be a meaningful experience for
the families in our care. Opportunities
include: preparing dinner and dropping it off
at the temple; serving dinner or breakfast;
visiting with the families; and staying
overnight. For more information contact
our coordinators. To sign-up to volunteer
click here.

Collecting Goods
We will be collecting items for The Friends of
Forgotten Children. This program operates
one of the largest food pantries in the greater
Concord area. It stocks a variety of shelfstable food items, as well as refrigerated and
frozen meats and produce. They also carry non-food items that cannot be
purchased through the food stamp program. These much-needed items
include personal care items, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant,
and feminine products. Items you would like to donate can be placed in the
wooden crates in the Sanctuary or the shopping cart in our care closet in
Fellowship Hall.

Our UCC Community
Climate Justice Conference
NH Interfaith Climate Justice Conference
Sunday, April 24 from 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. via
Zoom. Join us for an afternoon of worship,
education and relationship building as we
strive to unleash the power of faith

communities into the climate justice
movement in New Hampshire and beyond.
Register today!

Our Greater Community
Film Viewing
In recognition of Mental Health Awareness
month, Fellowship Housing will be presenting
the film Ernie & Joe: Crisis Cops an intimate
portrait of two Texas police officers who are
helping change the way police respond to mental health crisis calls
on Tuesday, May 17 at 6 p.m. located at Red River Theatre. The film takes
audiences on a personal journey, weaving together their experiences during
their daily encounters with people in crisis. Guns and handcuffs holstered,
Ernie and Joe de-escalate confrontations, divert people in crisis to
desperately needed mental health services and save lives.
Joe Smarro, a star of the film, will then lead a panel discussion with our own
community leaders on this important issue and how the community of
Concord, NH deals with crisis response. He will be joined by Concord Chief
of Police, Bradley Osgood; Executive Director of NAMI-NH, Susan
Stearns; VP Clinical Operations of Riverbend, Sarah Gagnon; and a special
guest from the community. The evening will start at 6 p.m. with dessert and
networking and will conclude at 9 p.m. There is no cost for tickets, but
seating is limited. Reservations are required.

Introduction to Chicago
Introduction took its name from the first song
of Chicago’s first album, an album that began
a musical legacy that spanned five
decades. The band holds a deep admiration
and respect for Chicago's artists and their
early music. Introduction will be a reminder
of the times and events that shaped their lives and their writing. They will
perform on Wednesday, May 11 at 7:30p.m.
All shows are free and located at Concord City Auditorium on 2 Prince
Street. For more information about the Walker Lecture Series check out
their website.

The next e-Lation will arrive on Thursday, May 5.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,
please submit your article by Monday, May 2 toAlison.
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