Work for a Just World

Help for Ukraine
With the Russian invasion of Ukraine now in its
third week, many of us are feeling an urgent
need to respond in prayer, to show our
solidarity, and to provide any meaningful support
we can. We offer these ideas:
Monetary donations to the needs of the people of Ukraine and to the millions
of Ukrainian refugees can be made through the UCC Ukraine Emergency
Appeal. To donate click on this link.
Singing for Our Souls. For the next four weeks, starting on March 24 all are
encouraged to come (masked) from 6:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. to the Sanctuary to
sing a few songs to lift our spirits and to send healing prayers. No need to
make a reservation, just come.
Housing for Ukrainian teachers: Jeff Bradley is seeking South Church
volunteers to house teachers from the Pechersk International School in
Ukraine, who are teaching remotely from this country and will need lodging
until late June. One teacher is a single male, and two are a couple with a thirdgrade daughter. Since they do not have access to cars, homes in Concord are
of primary interest. If you would like to inquire further, please contact Cindy
Beals.

Take home a Sunflower! A generous South Church member had purchased
silk sunflowers as a sign of solidarity with the people of Ukraine. Feel free to
take one home with you after worship and display it somewhere where it will
stand as a symbol of hope, life, and peace.

Cocoa for a Cause
Courtney Renaud was looking forward to a
relaxing “staycation,” but that didn’t happen . . .
Courtney was asked to read at the church
prayer vigil for the people of Ukraine. Shortly
after that, she started watching the news,
reading about the conflict, and expressing
concern for the Ukrainian people; those fighting for their country and those
fleeing for the borders in hope of safety. So the research began!
Courtney identified a nonprofit organization based out of Cambridge, MA
called Sunflower of Peace that resonated with her. Sunflower of Peace was
founded in 2014 and works on empowering orphans, internally displaced
persons, those most affected by COVID-19, and the Russian military invasion
of Ukraine. What she liked the best was that it was led by a Ukrainian woman
who is organizing shipments of medical and travel supplies to aid the people of
the Ukraine. Still Courtney wanted to do more, and the research continued.
Knowing the top two ideas she kept finding (a lemonade stand and a car wash)
were not viable option for winter in New Hampshire she landed on the idea
of Cocoa for a Cause. Working around the clock -brainstorming, planning,
shopping, coordinating, filming, and managing her crew her idea began to
blossom. She offered homemade hot cocoa and jars of dry hot cocoa mix at
her cocoa stand. She spent Friday evening and Saturday morning at the end
of her driveway offering her treats, with a fire pit glowing and music in the
background; she recruited her older brother and his friends to play live music
on the front porch! She did not set a selling price per cup/jar because
she “didn’t want anyone that may not be able to afford it to not come and enjoy
some hot cocoa.”
Cocoa for a Cause was a huge success. In addition to raising money and
showing support to the Ukrainian people, it allowed participants the opportunity
to chat around the fire, catch up, listen to live music, sip homemade cocoa,
and smile with one another. Courtney exceeded her initial goal ($1,000) after
one night but continued her efforts the next day and raised even
more. Currently she has raised $2,031.43. If you wish to contribute to
Courtney’s efforts, feel free to donate at by mailing a check to Courtney or pay
electronically through Venmo. Her Venmo account is courtrenaud (code
number 3596). Should you have any questions, feel free to contact the church
office.

Beware of Phishing
Earlier this week, dozens of you received a phishing scam email with a
“confidential” financial appeal from me. Whoever orchestrated this was very
intentional. The scammers specifically targeted South Church members with
three different emails, each originating from an email address nearly identical
to my own. I am glad that so many of you trusted your instincts and deleted
the emails. One of them was particularly bold, instructing you to purchase four
$500 VISA gift cards, allegedly to be given as gifts of appreciation for the
staff!! For your own protection please remember these rules whenever you
open your inbox:
If it seems at all fishy, or if the turn of phrase sounds off, the email is
probably fraudulent. I would never ask you to purchase gift cards on a
secretive, allegedly urgent basis, even for a deserving staff.
Always scrutinize the sender's email address…if it's off even by so much
as a period or single letter or digit, you can be sure it's not from me.
If you have even a shadow of a doubt, just delete the email, and call
me. If I really need to reach you, I will reach you.
If any of you did lose money, please reach out to me. I can put you in touch
with the appropriate people in the local police department or at the Attorney
General’s office. I'm sorry we all had to go through this, but on the positive
side, it gave me the opportunity to say hello to dozens of you!
Peace, Jed

Lent 2022 "Living Water"

Spiritual Journey Cards
The theme of Lent this year is Living Waters: An
Expansive Lent. Instead of a discipline of
subtraction each week we are adding to our
Lenten spiritual journey words and spiritual
practices from our new Mission, Vision, and
Values statement. We will share the new words and spiritual practice in the
worship bulletin weekly. Please join us on this journey of abundance.

Art Exhibit
Crying in the Wilderness: A Flight for
Survival. In 2018, “Antony” ran from his wartorn home after attacks and death threats
because of his political opinions. To save his

family, he fled, seeking asylum in the U.S. only
to be arrested, shackled, and jailed for two years. Due to Covid, he was
released and placed under house arrest which requires that he wear an ankle
monitor and it severely restricts his movements. In 2021, photographer Becky
Field and “Antony” started a project to document life under house detention
through her photos and his writings and artwork. The project raises awareness
of asylum seekers, the U.S. immigrant system, and host communities. An
exhibit of their work will be on display in our Sanctuary till Sunday, April
17 during our office hours or contact Alison.

Easter Flowers
We will be celebrating, honoring, and
remembering our loved ones this Easter with
flowers. If you wish to purchase flowers, please
fill out an order form available in the church
office and Fellowship Hall or order online. The
cost of each plant is $15. The deadline is
Monday, March 21. Flowers and names will be
printed in our Easter Sunday bulletins. If you
have any questions call or e-mail Kayla.

Lenten Activities

Diverse Relationships
Join in on the discussion on Racial
Justice. Janet Zeller will be leading an in-person
discussion on Sunday, March 20 at 10:30
a.m. This discussion will focus on systemic
racism and white privilege. Prior to participating
in the discussion, we strongly encourage you to
watch and read in advance these
resources. Sign-up today.

Spark Spiritual Growth

The Lord’s Prayer is one prayer many of us
have memorized, so let’s recreate one of your
own this Lenten season on Sunday, March
27 after worship. Writing tools, paper and
writing prompts will be available for you. The
materials will be available in Fellowship Hall for
the entire week, so feel free to stop in when the
office is open to create a prayer. Individuals of all ages are encouraged to
participate.

A Just World
For millennia, humans have told stories. We tell
stories to communicate and share our common
experience; to express our hopes and fears; and
deepest beliefs. We tell stories to bind ties
between us and strengthen the web of human
connectedness. In times of joy . . . we tell stories. And in times of great pain
and strife . . . we need stories.
The Our Story NH project seeks to create, share, and collect stories across
New Hampshire of life, experience, feelings, hopes, and thoughts of life during,
before, and in anticipation of a post-pandemic reality. There are many ways to
tell a story – stories do not have to be written and they do not have to be only
words! Stories can be written, audio recordings of your voice; music or artwork
– get creative!
Here are some prompts to consider:
What is one memory that you have of this time during the Pandemic?
What is one thing you would want future generations to know about this
time in New Hampshire?
Tell us about your experience during the pandemic
Here at South Church, volunteers from the Our Story NH project will be at
South Church to hear and record your stories on Sunday, April 10 from
11a.m. to 1p.m. You can also submit at story on-line. Check out their
website.

Spiritual Growth

By the Poet's Light
Join us on Monday, March 21 from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Zoom for a meaningful poetry discussion

on the theme of transformation. Bring your
beverage of choice and experience the warmth
of our gathering! Join us!

S.A.G.E.S.
Senior Adults Growing & Exploring Spirituality
will meet Wednesday, March 23 at 11 a.m. Jed
Rardin and members of SAGES will be leading
an in-person discussion focused on systemic
racism and white privilege. Prior to participating
in the discussion, we strongly encourage you to
watch and read in advance these resources. Sign-up if you plan to attend, it is
not required but it does help with planning.

Outdoor Adventure
Join other South Church members on Sunday,
March 27 at 2 p.m. for a local hike at Sewalls
Fall Park in Concord. It is a beautiful 3-mile hike
along the Merrimack River. Also consider
participating in the Capital Area Wellness
Coalition's "Hike for the Health of it." This program encourages individuals to
hike 20 of the 31 existing trails in Concord. Once you complete the 20 hikes,
you submit a form and receive a discount passport to local business such as
S&W Sports, Joe Kings, Runner's Alley, Celeste Olive, Bona Fide Green
Goods and more. For more information, contact Lorens Jorgensen.

Scholarship
The Eleanor Provencher Memorial Scholarship,
sponsored by the Concord Female Charitable
Society, awards $2,000 annually based on
financial need. It is available to undergraduate
students living in Concord, Penacook, Andover,
Boscawen, Loudon, Salisbury, Webster, and Bow, or attending a Concord
church. Applications are due by Friday, April 1, and are available in the
office. For more information, please contact Cheryl Nickerson.

Book Discussion
Rev. Brooks Berndt, the UCC’s Environmental
Justice Minister, has written the book, Cathedral
on Fire!: A Church Handbook for the Climate
Crisis. The book focuses on the unique and
vitally needed gifts that churches can offer to the
climate movement while also offering fieldtested actions for congregations to take. Join
Celeste McQuarrie on Tuesday, May 2 at 6:30
p.m. for a book discussion. Let’s share some
ideas! Let’s read it by April 22, Earth
Day! Let’s talk about it on Tuesday, May
2! Sign up today to reserve your copy of the
book! Register on-line or call the church
office.

Nurturing

Collecting Goods
We will be collecting items for The Friends of
Forgotten Children. This program operates one
of the largest food pantries in the greater
Concord area. It stocks a variety of shelf-stable
food items, as well as refrigerated and frozen
meats and produce. They also carry non-food items that cannot be purchased
through the food stamp program. These much-needed items include personal
care items, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, and feminine
products. Items you would like to donate can be placed in the wooden crates
in the Sanctuary or the shopping cart in our care closet in Fellowship Hall.

Meal Train
South Church is blessed to have the Waldron
family as members of our church family. Derek
is following a calling to ministry and is working
towards a position as a Marine Chaplain. We
should embrace Sarah and their three children
with love and food while he is away at training. If
you are interested and available to help out,
please sign-up today Gift Certificates to local
restaurants can be mailed to their home. Also know that Alison is available to
help pick up and deliver meals if needed. If you have any questions, please let

her know.

Our UCC Community

Prayer Vigil
The First Church of Rochester will be holding
prayer vigils for peace in Ukraine on Thursdays
from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. The vigils will be
located in Central Square by Parson Main
Statue on North Main Street. Candles are
available, but feel free to bring your own. Dress
accordingly, the event is outside.

Ordination
The Merrimack Association of the New
Hampshire Conference of the United Church of
Christ will gather at South Congregational
Church of Concord to celebrate the Ordination
of Rebecca Josephson at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
March 27.

Greening our Faith
Communities
On Saturday, April 9 the New Hampshire
Interfaith Power and Light will host a nuts-andbolts conference on how to green our houses of
worship and faith communities. It will be a great learning opportunity as well as
an excellent way to network with like-minded people in the state. What can you
expect to learn at the conference?
Success stories of NH faith communities
Ways to assess your building’s carbon footprint, and energy audits
Options for financing green building upgrades
Energy efficiency—heating/cooling, lighting, insulation
Solar power options
Project management

Beyond houses of worship: Greening our households
To learn more about this event or to register check out thislink.

A Cry for Help
The Peace and Justice Advocates of the New
Hampshire Conference offer resources for
engaging and responding. We urge our siblings
in Christ to hear General Synod’s call for peace
and for action, and to take steps to implement
this prophetic statement in each and every
setting of the church! To learn more check out this link.

Restoring Nature
What People of Faith Can Do to Heal the
Earth. Douglas Tallamy’s books have awakened
thousands to the problem of wildlife decline and
the solution that resides in habitat restoration. This is a solution of which you
and your faith community can be a part. The solution can be as close as your
backyard or the property surrounding your place of worship. In this webinar
on Wednesday, March 23 at 1 p.m., Tallamy will outline the crisis faced and
what we can do in response. The green teams and green thumbs of faith
communities will learn not only about cultivating native plants in the
landscapes around them, but also what can be done to create a transformative
movement full of actions ordinary people everywhere can take. To register or
learn more about this webinar click on this link.

Making Good Trouble
Celebrating 100 Years with Back Bay Mission:
Making Good Trouble on the Coast of
Mississippi Join the executive director, Rev.
James Pennington on Wednesday, March 30 at 2 p.m. to learn of the UCC's
historic Back Bay Mission for a celebration of 100 years of service "making
good trouble" in Biloxi, Mississippi. Back Bay is known for hosting up to 800
volunteers a year to repair homes, serve the unsheltered, and create positive
systemic change in a highly diverse coastal city. Back Bay is the only UCC
imprint in the state of Mississippi and holds a distinction as the #1 destination
for UCC "Partners in Service" volunteers. To register or learn more about this
webinar click on this link.

Our Greater Community

Walker Lecture Series
Marlin Darrah Central and South America will
give a presentation on Wednesday, March
23 at 7:30 p.m. This program is an introduction
to the natural wonders, architectural treasures,
and culture throughout the continent. Here are
inspired scenes from the beautiful Spanish colonial town of Antigua,
Guatemala; the stunning islands and Mayan monuments of Belize; the
renowned National Parks of Costa Rica; the marvel of the Panama Canal and
the Indians of the San Blas Island of Colombia; the incomparable mountain
UNESCO World Heritage sites of Cuzco and Machu Picchu in Peru: the great
Iguaçu Falls and Amazon River in Brazil; and Caracas and the Lost World
Region of Venezuela. But this vast piece of geography is much more than the
incredible landscapes and architecture. It’s the people of these countries that
make the journey unforgettable.
Brent Winebrenner will give a presentation titled, Japan, Land of the Rising
Sun on Wednesday, March 30 at 7:30p.m. This program is a carefully
crafted, multimedia presentation and is a visual feast that will educate and
inform the audience about this magical land, her sometimes turbulent history,
deep-rooted traditions, vibrant culture, and determined people.
Counterfeit Cash: A Johnny Cash Tribute Band will perform songs that the
man in black made famous, including “Folsom Prison Blues,” “Ring of Fire,”
“Hurt,” and “Big River” on Wednesday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m.
All shows are free and located at Concord City Auditorium on 2 Prince
Street. For more information about the Walker Lecture Series check out their
website

SouperFest
The Concord Coalition to End Homelessness
will be hosting the SouperFest at White Park
on Saturday, March 26 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. This event allows you the opportunity for a
tasty and easy meal – please check out their website.
The SouperFest fundraising goal is $50,000. Currently they have raised
$44,000 through a generous sponsorship and $3,000 pre-ordered soup
sales. Help the CCEH raise the additional $3,000 by ordering your soup or to
donate.

Sunflower Art Exhibit
The artists at the Seacoast Artist Association in
Exeter, NH needed a way to express their pain

and hope about what is happening in the
Ukraine, the homeland of their fellow artist
Natasha Dikareva of Newmarket, NH. They will
have original works on sale featuring the
Ukraine’s national flower, the sunflower, and the
blue and yellow colors of their national
flag. Artists are donating all proceeds from
these sales to the World Central Kitchen, where
chef José Andrés is feeding those fleeing the
war on Ukraine. The exhibit will be up
until Wednesday, April 5. The gallery is
located at 130 Water Street in Exeter. The gallery is open Wednesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information check out their website.

The next e-Lation will arrive on Thursday, April 7.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,
please submit your article by Monday, April 4 to Alison.
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