Special Meeting

There will be a Special Church meeting
following the 10 a.m. worship service
on Sunday, November 20. We will vote on
the selling of 6 South State Street. We have
an opportunity to sell our building to the
Concord Coalition to End Homelessness
("Coalition"). Because the property was
purchased by the church in 1996 following a
church-wide capital campaign, it is
appropriate that any disposition of the property be approved by vote of the
congregation.
The current proposal, which the Council supports and recommends, is to
enter into an option agreement for the Coalition to purchase 6 South State
Street within a year from the date of the agreement. This extended time is
to allow the Coalition to apply for and obtain government and other funding
and approvals to convert 6 South State Street to the intended use. The
Coalition will also have the right to extend the period to close if it needs
more time to complete its planning or to firm up its financing for the project.
If the funding or approvals fail, the purchase option will not be exercised by
the Coalition and the Church will be retain ownership of the property. For
the full letter click here.

Our Christian
Community

Christmas Poinsettias
Once again we will be celebrating, honoring,
and remembering our loved ones this
Christmas season with flowers. The deadline
for purchasing Christmas Flowers is Monday,
November 21. Please complete the
poinsettia order form available in the church
office, Fellowship Hall, or online. The cost of
each plant is $20; please ensure “Christmas
Flowers” is noted in the memo line of your
check or purchase online. Flowers and
names will be displayed during our Christmas
Eve worship services. If you have any
questions, please contact Kayla.

A Service of
Remembrance
The Lay Ministry Visitors team is holding a
Service of Remembrance on Tuesday,
December 6 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. The
season of Advent can be lonely and sad for
those who have lost a loved one. At this service, along with a pastoral
reflection, all who wish to do so will be invited to light a candle in memory of
a particular loved one. All are welcome!

Masks
Due to the rising incidence of hospitalizations
for Covid-related illnesses as well as RSV,
we invite people to consider wearing masks
for the short-term to ease the burden on
Emergency Rooms.

Family Promise
We will be assisting Temple Beth Jacob the
week of December 11 to December 18 as
they will be hosting families in the
program. We will need assistance from you
to make this happen and be a meaningful
experience for the families in our
care. Opportunities include: preparing dinner,

serving dinner or breakfast and visiting with
the families, as well as staying overnight. For
more information contact our coordinators. To
sign-up to volunteer click here.

Holiday Worship Services
This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday.
Worship and Spiritual Life Ministry has
decided that South Church will NOT have
services on Christmas morning. Christmas is
an intense times for our clergy and
staff. There will still be the full evening ofChristmas Eve worship
services at 4 p.m., 7 p.m., and 11 p.m.
There will be a 9 a.m. worship service on Sunday, January 1 and the
Epiphany Tableau will be on Sunday, January 8 at 9 a.m. We will resume
our two worship services on Sunday, January 15. If you have any
questions, please contact Kayla.

Advent 2023

Advent
This Advent, we will again be worshipping in
the spirit of Marcia McFee’s new worship
series, Reflecting the Sacred. “When the
Christmas season is a time when the
juxtaposition of the sacred and the secular feels sometimes blatantly
opposed, and sometimes quite blurred. The word sacred points to
something dedicated as holy and set apart. This year, you are invited to a
spiritual journey of seeing all things pregnant with the holy. What could our
experience of Advent and the Christmas season be like if we lived it
imagining that everything is reflecting the sacred?” This Advent, come and
be with us. Be with us as we cross the threshold into a new and renewing
spiritual connection. Let us come together in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love!
Reflecting on the Sacred: A Companion Journal for Advent. This Advent we

focus on “bokeh,” a light effect used to describe “the aesthetic quality of the
blur produced in out-of-focus parts of an image.” It highlights the idea that
we can look through a “lens” of the sacred to see the beauty of the Christ
reflecting in all things. When we have a “hard-focus,” things appear twodimensional. With this kind of lens, we tend to criticize, we nit-pick, we
judge, we even fret about perfection. When we add a “soft-focus,” things
appear three-dimensional, more stunning against the blurred backdrop. We
see it in a different way. Perhaps even more beautifully reflecting the
sacred. Can we use a lens this season that highlights the holy all around
us? Can we see life as pregnant with Christ ... not just Mary in a story from
long ago, but everyone and everything capable of bursting forth with
goodness and grace? This companion journal is a guide this Advent
season. The journal contains prompts for each week of Advent, Christmas
Day, and New Year’s Day. The journals are available in Fellowship Hall.

Wreath Making
Kick off the Advent Season on Sunday,
November 27 from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. We will
be making traditional Christmas wreaths
using greenery and ribbon. These wreaths
will add a little flare to your Advent season.
Sign-up today.

Ornament Making
On Sunday, December 4 from 1 p.m. to 2
p.m. we will be making Advent
ornaments. You will be able to decorate your
tree with homemade decorations and some
for the church tree. If you are a knitter, we
will be making prayer ornaments for the Ukraine that will hang on our church
tree. If you have knitting needles size #4 and #5, please bring them. If you
are not a knitter, but like to learn, we will teach you. Sign-up today.

Epiphany Tableau
This year we will be performing "Wow! A New
Nativity" written by Gwynne Watkins. This
nativity will be the same, but different and a
little more fun. This play faithfully tells the
story of Jesus’ birth in a contemporary style
with our favorite hymns. All children ages

four and older are welcome to participate in
this performance.
Our first rehearsal will be on Sunday,
November 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
in the Youth Space located in Room #4. All
children interested in participating in the
Tableau should be present at this
rehearsal. We will eat lunch together (bring a
bagged lunch); read the script; and figure out
who wants and does not want a speaking
part. The performance will be a part of the worship service on Sunday,
January 8 at 9 a.m. If you have any questions or sign-up contact Alison.

Faithful Stewards

Midnight Merriment Yard
Sale
We will be holding a Yard Sale on Friday,
December 2 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. during
Downtown’s Midnight Merriment. You have a
few more weeks to bring in items for the
sale. Please be sure to drop off your donations by Sunday, November
27. We need lots of volunteers to make it happen. We need people to help
with the event, organize our donations, and bring unsold items to the
various organizations. Please sign-up if you can help. If you have any
questions, contact Alison.

Amazon Smile
This holiday season do not forget to support
South Church through Amazon Smile. If you
sign your Amazon account up with Amazon
Smile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your
purchase to South Church at no cost to you
and no cost to the church! If you have any
questions, contact Kayla.

The NH UCC
Community

What's up on the
Mountain?
Thanks to a dedicated crew at our fall work
weekend, our favorite home away from home,
Horton Center is all closed and snug for the
winter. We await our joyous return when the
snow finally melts for Summer 2023. For our
campers, deans, counselors, and summer staff...camp is a fond memory of
summer fun, faith, and friendship. Thank you! For Tivvi and Tim, it is all
about planning and preparing for next summer! They have a great summer
of camp delights already planned with excellent volunteers in place and staff
being hired as we speak.

The Local
Community

Walker Series
The Fall Walker Lecture Series has begun. All
performances are free and open to the public;
no tickets or reservations are
required. Seating is on a first-come, firstserved basis, and doors open 30 minutes
prior to programs. All shows are held at the
Concord City Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. For a complete schedule, visit their
website.
New Hampshire's elite handbell ensemble, Granite State Ringers will
present “A Nutcracker Holiday” on Wednesday, November 30. The
concert will feature traditional seasonal favorites and selections from The
Nutcracker. Since its founding in 2007, Granite State Ringers has
expanded its impact, offering education programs for children and adults,
and using its talents to support communities in need, from the NH Food
Bank to the Ukrainian Red Cross.
Handel’s Messiah open rehearsal will be on Saturday, December 3 at 10
a.m. at the Audi. A musical rite of the holiday season, this Baroque-era
oratorio still awes listeners more than 250 years after the composer’s
death. Concord’s performance, conducted by Benjamin Greene, will include
professional soloists and a community chorus. The Messiah will be
performed at St, Paul’s Church (22 Centre Street, Concord) on Sunday,
December 4 at 7 p.m. The main entrance is the set of red doors on Park
Street across from the NH State House. The elevator is on the Main Street
side of the building.
Pianist Frederick Moyer celebrates the holiday season and Beethoven's
birthday. (December 16, 1770) with a Piano Concert series. Joining Moyer

will be bassist Peter Tillotson and drummer Jim Gwin. The winter concert
will include a variety of music such as Bach (arranged by Myra Hess): Jesu,
Joy of Man's Desiring; Beethoven: Waldstein Sonata (complete);
Bartok: Rumanian Christmas Carols; Jazz arrangements of Let It Snow, The
Christmas Song, Borukh Ate, Zingt Der Tate (Hannukah song), Christmas is
Coming and others. These concerts will be Broadcasted on Concord TV
starting Sunday, November 27 and will continue through Saturday,
December 24. Performances will be on Sundays at 9 p.m.; Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m., Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. Please note
that these concerts are not live, but available on Concord TV.

The next e-Lation! will arrive on Thursday, December 8.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,
please submit your article by Friday, December 2 to Alison.
The office will be closed on Thursday, November 24 and Friday, November
25 in observation of the holiday. Happy Thanksgiving!
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