
O God, help me to see
the world beyond my mind.

Help me to know this -
there is more to love

than what the eye can see.
Teach me to overcome the thoughts

that cloud my mind,
and seek your wisdom

for what you have ahead for me.
Jeff Ferguson (DayBook for New Voices)

Racial Justice Testimonyfrom Betsy Clardy

Lent 2023

Lenten Plastic Fast

The Environmental Justice Mission
Group asks you to consider giving up
single use plastics this Lenten
season.  Please take the time to read
more about the environmental impact of
these plastics and why it is important to
act!  Click here for the article.

https://files.constantcontact.com/b04c569b001/6bda5bc3-1b0b-4534-84d3-6674be1be44e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b04c569b001/e3d787e7-3984-452d-9602-eed69286c071.pdf


Church Community

Breaking Bread

The Faith Formation Ministry will be
hosting their final Breaking Bread event
this season on Saturday, March 25 at
5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  While the
soup and beverages will be provided,

we ask everyone to bring bread, salad, or dessert to share.  Interested
in participating in this event?  Join us for Fellowship and rich
conversations.  Sign-up online or in Fellowship Hall.  This will allow us
to prepare accordingly.  If you have any questions, contact Cynthia
Hogan or Zib Corell.

Childcare

The Faith Formation Ministry has been
providing childcare during the 10 a.m.
worship service for our young families
and their children from infants to three
years old.  We are looking for

volunteers to help supervise the children on Sunday mornings.  We
believe it is the church's responsibility to work with families to provide
an inviting and safe atmosphere that encourages their spiritual
needs.  We need eight more volunteers to cover every Sunday from
now until the end of June.  If you are interested in volunteering, here is
the link to the on-line signup sheet.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

If you like to knit, crochet, or quilt, we
would love to hear from you.  We are

https://www.southchurchconcord.org/event-details-registration/breaking-bread-with-friends-2
mailto:Cynthia.ann.hogan@gmail.com
mailto:Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com
http://volunteersignup.org/R9WCC


about to launch a new ministry which
will involve making prayer shawls for
those who could use some comfort
during difficult times.  This idea was
generated last Fall during a Genesis
Circle meeting.  This ministry would be
making shawls at home and gathering
them together to be blessed by Rev.

Jed every few months before distributing them.  We have also created
baskets with yarn and instruction in the back of the sanctuary for those
who would like to work on a shawl during the church service.  We
encourage you to pick it up and continue.  If you are interested in
being a part of this ministry, please contact Ro Metcalf or Nancy
Roberts.

Family Promise

Thank you to all who helped with Family
Promise in February.  It was a huge
effort, but with many helping hands, the
week went by smoothly.  We continue to
work with the volunteers at Temple Beth
Jacob, and together we will be hosting
the week of April 30 to May 7 at
Temple Beth Jacob.    

Welcome Brothers

Recently, more than 50 members from
South Church and the community
gathered in Fellowship Hall to welcome
two young men (also brothers) from
Afghanistan, Ibrahim and Isaac, and
their sister, Mahboba.

In June 2021 both brothers received scholarships to study at Southern
New Hampshire University.  But within weeks of their acceptance their
country’s government fell to the Taliban.  With the American Embassy
no longer in Afghanistan, it became a difficult and dangerous journey
to get the young men to NH.  Mahboba, who came to the States 12
years ago also to study at SNHU, led the effort to bring her brothers
here.

Light refreshments were served at the reception, typical of
Afghanistan, and a selection of traditional Afghan music played in the
background.  People wrote welcoming notes for the brothers on a
large poster.  The reception was a celebration of their arrival and a
chance to introduce them to the community.  The brothers were very

mailto:rometcalf35@gmail.com
mailto:Pheobebird@comcast.net


moved by the warm welcome they received from so many
people.  They are now deep into their studies and living with Becky
Field.

Fundraisers

Granite State Candy

This Easter you can order chocolate
bunnies, foiled eggs, and many
classical treats as part of our
fundraising efforts.  We will be taking

orders in Fellowship Hall after worship on Sunday, March 19.  Items
purchased will be available for pick-up on Sunday, April 2.  All
proceeds will benefit our church’s mission.  If you are interested
sharing this fundraiser with your friends, family, and co-workers
contact Kayla for an order form. You can also order on-line.

Bake Sale

Genesis Circle will be hosting a bake
sale on Sunday, April 2 after both
worship services.  They will be selling
treats such as pies, rolls, cookies and
more.  Please support Genesis Circle

and their mission.  

UCC Conferences

A New Thing Task Force

Improv and music can help us imagine
new ways of meetings, formation,
worship, and coffee
hour.  On Saturday, March 25 from 9 to
2 p.m. at Smith Memorial Church in
Hillsboro, Task Force leaders Rev.

Emilia Halstead and Rev. Dr. Tim Wildman from First Church

mailto:office@southchurchconcord.org
https://www.southchurchconcord.org/easter-candy-fundraiser


Concord’s Jazz Sanctuary Hour Band will be leading a session
"Church Ministry through Lessons from Jazz Improv."  For more
information check out this link.  

Unsettling Truths

The author of Unsettling Truths, Mark
Charles, an indigenous justice activist
and speaker, will be at Church of Christ
at Dartmouth College located at 40
College Street in Hanover on Sunday,
March 26 at 3 p.m.  Injustice has
plagued American society for
centuries.  He will talk about the
importance of moving toward being a
more just nation by understanding the
root causes that have shaped our
culture and institutions.  To register for

this event, click on this link.

Art Contest

The NH Conference’s Environmental
Justice Mission Group is sponsoring an
Earth Day Art Contest for all ages
entitled "For the Beauty of the
Earth."  The group welcomes entries in

four age groups, using any medium, to express the artist's
understanding of the beauty of creation and how it moves us.  Entries
may be scanned and submitted here by Saturday, April 15.  Contest
winners will be displayed throughout the Conference, Horton Center,
and the NH Conference Office. There will be awards in several
categories in all age groups.  When submitting, please be sure to
include your name, title of artwork, and which age group you are a part
of.  

UCC Summer Camp and Conferences

Star Island

Live and Work on an Island this
Summer . . . working on Star Island can
be extremely rewarding.  And it’s more
than just a summer job – it’s about
being together with other interesting,
talented, and hardworking people.  The
community that grows each summer is a

result of common goals, care for our shared environment, and a

https://files.constantcontact.com/cf736008001/11c71725-48a1-4158-ba39-6632a0525346.pdf?rdr=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTKhybLA8bGNFHupMeMKenNhPbx91SRdrMnbEetZK4Gd5zww/viewform
mailto:robert.grabill@ccdcucc.org


network of support.

Star Island is seeking candidates to fill several managerial positions:

Assistant Conference Center Director
Island Nurse/First Aid Station Coordinator
Assistant Island Engineer/Administrator
Head Carpenter
Communications & Program Coordinator

To learn more about these opportunities check out the website.

Horton Center

Are you a nurse?  Do you know
someone who is a nurse?  If so, you are
encouraged to spend a week at Horton
Center this summer in the fresh
mountain air!  Horton Center runs week-
long sessions for kids (grades 3-12) and
some sessions for families and adults,

with an average number on site of 30-50 people. The nurses’ quarters
are simple, but comfortable, with a private bedroom, bathroom, and
treatment room/office all in the same building.  The plan is to open in-
person this summer again with arrival COVID testing (antigen) and
other COVID19 precautions and practices in place although
anticipating less than last year.  These are one-week, paid positions
for nurses with a current NH license (LPN or higher) or a Compact
License, and it includes room and board onsite.  Interested in learning
more, contact Tim Hughes.   

In the Community

Black Ice Hockey

Black Ice Pond Hockey Tournament:  
We are just days away from puck drop
for the 2023 Black Ice Tournament.  All
the same fun, food, entertainment as
normal, just indoors at Everett Arena!
Stop by and catch all the action this
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday! 

Jewish Film Festival

http://starisland.org/working
mailto:thughes@nhcucc.org


The NH Jewish Film Festival strives to
enhance an appreciation of
extraordinary individuals, culture,
identity, history, and contemporary
issues in Jewish and Israeli life. Using
the power of film and programming to
educate and entertain, the NHJFF
encourages dialogue on diverse
perspectives, broadening understanding
and strengthening community.  This
year, the NHJFF is delighted to offer

options both virtually and in-theater screenings. The festival includes
11 independent and foreign feature films and 5 short films, with in-
theater viewing available from March 16 through March 26.  To
attend the entire festival, check out their website. There are a few films
showing at the Red River Theatre:  

The Man in the Basement will be showing on Thursday, March
23 at 7 p.m.  A Jewish couple sells their Parisian flat's unused
cellar to a former history teacher, but when the stranger takes up
residence, his secret life as an antisemitic conspiracy theorist
emerges. As the couple struggles to rescind the sale, the buyer
befriends their naïve teenage daughter.

America will be showing on Sunday, March 26 at 1 p.m. An
Israeli swimming tutor living in Chicago returns to Israel after 10
years of absence to bury his father. An encounter with a beloved
childhood friend and his newly engaged girlfriend will set a series
of events in motion that will affect everyone's lives. A story set
between a flower shop and an ancient monastery, between a
swimming pool in Chicago and the Mediterranean, between life
and death - and somewhere in the middle.

Dedication will be showing on Sunday, March 26 at 3:30
p.m.  Roger Peltzman transforms his one-man play into a deeply
poetic, musical, and cinematic journey. Peltzman’s family fled
Berlin for Brussels in 1933, and this story centers on his uncle
Norbert, the finest pianist in Belgium, until he was murdered in
Auschwitz at 21 years of age. A singular tale from the Shoah that
is at once extraordinary and relatable, Dedication also comes to
terms with second-generation survivor trauma and the role of
music in helping to manage wounds that will never fully heal.

Youth Art Month

The Concord School District Youth Art
Show illuminates the way in which art
serves to develop critical thinking skills
and deeper understanding of the
world.  The art displayed at the show
demonstrates how students wrestle with
challenges of technique, material, self-
expression, and canon.  This year the

http://www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org


exhibit is located at the Kimball Jenkins
estate now through April 12 on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  It is
free and open to the public.

Art Exhibit
The photo exhibit, Crying in the
Wilderness: An Immigrant’s Journey in
Detention, illustrates through
photographs, words, and artwork the
emotional toll of detaining an
immigrant. "Antony" (a pseudonym)
legally asked for asylum in 2018, but

was shackled and jailed by immigration. Five years later, he is still
constantly tracked with an ankle monitor. Photographer Becky Field
documented his journey over a year. Her black and white photographs
show the emotional toll of an ever-present monitor on a man's dignity
and freedom. The exhibit is currently at the Manchester Community
College’s Student Center upper level, from March 21 to April 15, with
opening reception on Tuesday, March 21 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Love Blooms Here

Recently, a Jewish synagogue, homes,
and businesses owned by or including
Jewish, BIPOC and LGBTQ
communities were defaced with red
spray paint depicting hate symbols,
including swastikas. Sadly, other
businesses across the state have also
been targeted.  In response to these
hate-motivated crimes, a group of local

non-profits banded together and created Love Blooms Here:  a
response to show that these actions are condemned and that we all
stand together to eliminate hate, racism, antisemitism, and bias in all
its forms.  To continue this positive energy flow, we are encouraged to
send postcards with messages of support and love to these affected
friends.  Here is a suggested script.  If you are interested, please send
a postcard of support to the list below. (This list includes the
synagogue, business, and individuals who have been authorized by



Love Blooms Here).  If you have any questions, please contact Kathy
Spielman.

The Temple of Israel
200 State Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801

Cup of Joe 
31 Market Street 
Portsmouth NH 03801
 
Deadwicks 
18 Sheafe Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
 
3 Bridges Yoga
185 High Street  
Portsmouth NH 03801

Cotillion Bureau 
65 Bow Street
Portsmouth 03801
 
Grim North Tattoo & Piercing
167 High Street
Portsmouth 03801
 
Macro Polo
89 Market Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801
 
Broken Spoon Restaurant
416 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235 

Concord Female Charitable Society

The CFCS (organized in 1812) cordially invites new members and
contributors to aid in its work of quiet, friendly, local benevolence.  The
annual membership fee is $1 and a lifetime membership is
$10.  CFCS’s Annual Meeting and Turkey Supper will be held at Alan’s
Restaurant in Boscawen on Tuesday, April 11 at 5:40p.m.  Tickets
are $24 and includes a performance by Dwight Phetteplace, guitarist
and singer.  For more information, please contact Eileen Jones, Cheryl
Nickerson, or Helen Porter.  

Upcoming Events

Rundlett Middle School Drama Club will be performing "Once Upon a
Mattress" on April 13, 14 & 15 at 7 p.m. in the New Activity Room.
Tickets: Adults $11 and Students/Seniors $9.

Bow High School Performing Arts will be perfuming "Little Shop of
Horrors" on May 5, 6 & 7 at 7 p.m.

Concord High School Drama Club will be performing "Grease" May 11,
12 & 13 in the CHS Auditorium. Tickets: Adults $15 and
Students/Seniors $12.

The next e-Lation! will arrive on Thursday, April 6.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,

please submit your article by Friday, March 31 to Alison.

mailto:jspielman@comcast.net
mailto:concordeileen@gmail.com
mailto:cherylnick1961@gmail.com
mailto:hbhporter@aol.com
mailto:anyhan@southchurchconcord.org
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