“Behold I am doing a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it?”
-Isaiah 43:19
Dear Friends,
As you know, South Church has been engaged in an intentional interim
period under Sean’s guidance. We have celebrated and adopted a new
mission, vision, and values statement and are now in the process of
discerning how this new focus will take shape with regard to lay and
ordained leadership. One of the central questions has been what my role
as Pastor was going to be, especially in light of my Parkinson's. I have
been in prayerful discernment about that question, and I have come to
realize that God is calling me to something new, just as God is calling
South Church to something new.
I have said many times and will say again that I truly love this congregation,
and I do not feel called to serve another church in the role of pastor. I do,
however, feel the tug of several emerging interests that full-time pastoring
would not allowed me time to pursue. So, until further clarity emerges for
me, I am calling that next phase of my life “early retirement.” In
consultation with members of Council, Worship and Spiritual Life, the
Transition Team, and the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, I have
chosen to continue leading as your pastor until June 30, 2024. The twoyear framework should allow you the needed time to search for and call a

new lead pastor and any other clergy leadership South Church desires.
In the meantime, we have much work to do, much love to share in our
community, and much Easter hope to offer the world!
In peace, appreciation, and love, Jed
P.S. I have been cleared for Deep Brain Stimulation surgery which will
hopefully reduce my tremor considerably. The surgery is scheduled for
July 14.

Spiritual Growth

SAGES
Come reconnect with Jed and fellow S.A.G.E.S.
(Senior Group) on Wednesday, May 11 from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will
gather in-person for a BYOS (Bring Your Own
Sandwich) lunch and conversation. Come with
something you delight in: an object, a photo, a
poem, or a story.

Enviro-Minute: No Mow
May
With thanks to the Rev. Celeste McQuarrie for
getting the ball rolling with the Climate Crisis
book study Cathedral on Fire, e-Lation! will now
include a simple bi-weekly tip to help us care for God's earth.
The first tip of this series? No Mow May. Following a practice began in the UK
and now joined by dozens of municipalities across the US, we invite fellow
South Churchers to avoid mowing their lawns at all during the month of
May. May is the month when many pollinators come out of hibernation or their
winter habitats and need sustenance to survive. An unmowed lawn will
provide clover, dandelions, and other flowering plants that grow in May to
provide five times the amount of quick energy pollinator food as will a mowed
lawn. Once June has arrived, we can mow to our hearts' content. Let us know
if you are participating!

Sparking Creativity

Reflecting on the
Mission, Vision, and Values
We recently adopted a new Mission, Vision, and
Values statement for our church. Now that we
have adopted this statement, we need to figure out how we are going to live
into this statement. There will be an art exhibit on display in the Sanctuary with
some reflections. We have repurposed a few of the life-size images that were
presented in the Sanctuary during the Pandemic and have asked individuals
and couples to reflect on these two questions: Which values resonate with
you? And how do you plan to implement those values in the life of the
church? Over the next few weeks, take the time to read their responses. Take
some time to reflect on the proposed questions. And most importantly, think
about what this statement means to you and your participation in the church.

Get Movin' 185 Challenge
This year the Get Movin’ 185 Challenge is the
week of June 4 to June 11, 2022. The Get
Movin’ 185 Challenge is a fundraiser for
everyone. Individuals can customize their
challenge as they see fit to their schedule and
lifestyle. In the past members of our
congregation have been creative! We had
individuals who have biked, walked, swam, baked, wrote letters, lifted weights,
or paddled the Merrimack River. The important thing to remember is to Get
Movin’ and raise money for the ministries of South Church. Our goal is to raise
$8,150.
Here is how to get started:
Participant: Choose an activity that you are willing to take part in at some
point during the week of June 4 to June 11, 2022. The activity can take place
in one day or can be spread out throughout the week. The goal of the activity
must include the numbers one (1), eight (8), and five (5). For example, you
might set your goal as riding your bike for 18.5 miles on any given day or walk
1.85 miles each day of the week.
Register by Sunday, May 22.
The cost to register is:
· $25 for adults ages 18 to 65
· $10 for youth ages 15 to 18
· $15 for seniors 65 and over
· Families pay a maximum of $50
To register check out our website or pick up a packet in the office.
Organizing a Team: If the activity that you have chosen is something
adaptable to creating a team, we encourage you to do that. You can be the

captain of your team by recruiting other people to participate, allow others to
join your activity, and organizing the actual activity. For example, if you
decided to go on a 1.85-mile hike on a specific day, you would need to
communicate that to your teammates, make sure individuals on your team
register, and encourage them to recruit sponsors.
Be a Sponsor: Participants will be seeking sponsors! Sponsors can
communicate their level of support to the participant, who will keep
track. Payments can be made on-line, by check payable to ‘South Church’ or
by cash and given to individual participants to turn in. Be sure to include the
participant’s name on the memo line. Or you can sponsor an individual online. Check out our website and go to Our Get Movin’ 185 sponsorship page
and follow the instructions. All sponsors and participants receive an
acknowledgement and will be credited for their sponsorship after the Challenge
Week is over.
Should you have any questions, feel free to contact Kayla. Here is the entire
Get Movin' 185 Challenge packet.

Nurturing

Prayer Request
Do you have a prayer to share? No need to
worry that you will not be at church on Sunday
morning, or you forgot to connect with the
church staff. We have created a new link on our
website that allows you to make a prayer
request on-line. Check out our website today. The request form is on the main
page under the Pastors' pictures.

Serving our Neighbors

Moment for Mission
And now these three remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest of these is love.
-1 Corinthians 13: 13
What does love look like for our
congregation? The Faith in Action Ministry has chosen "One Great Hour of
Sharing" for our moment for mission in May. This is one of the special mission
offerings established by the United Church of Christ. When you give to One
Great Hour of Sharing, you deploy resources to people in need all around the
world, and in our own communities. When man-made or natural disasters
strike, love responds. Not just for the immediate future but for the long
haul. When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you are working alongside
families to restore not only structures, but hope. Your giving ensures that no
matter how difficult the situation, Love remains. If you would like to donate to
this month’s Moment for Mission please click on this link.

Family Promise
Once again, we will be assisting Temple Beth
Jacob the week of May 8 to May 15 as they will
be hosting families in the program. We will need
assistance from you to make this happen and be
a meaningful experience for the families in our
care. Opportunities include: preparing dinner
and dropping it off at the temple, serving dinner
or breakfast and visiting with the families, as well
as staying overnight. For more information
contact our coordinators. To sign-up to
volunteer click here.

Thank You
The Faith in Action Ministry would like to thank
you for your generosity and timely support. The
apartment at 6 South State Street is ready and
the family has moved in. All the items requested
were supplied. The Church Council is
evaluating next steps to support this family and announcements should be
forthcoming. Again, a heartfelt thank you for your support of this family and
Acentria.

Connecting with the UCC

Climate Migration
Responding with Faith, Care, and Equity:
Migration stemming from the damage done to
our climate is underway right now as the lives of
people around the world are being uprooted and
disrupted. From sub-Saharan Africa and the Pacific Islands to Alaska and
Louisiana, we are seeing the present consequences of drought, extreme
weather, and rising sea levels. According to a recent UN climate report, 20
million people have been displaced each year since 2008 due to extreme
weather that is often exacerbated by the climate crisis. There is much we can
do as people of faith in responding with deeply held values to this critical
situation. Join this webinar on Wednesday, May 11 at 1 p.m. To register click
on this link. Even if you cannot make the scheduled time still sign-up and a
recording will be sent to you.

Nakba Remembrance

The Third Annual Nakba Remembrance
Ceremony will be held on Sunday, May 15 at 1
p.m. It will bring together Palestinians, Israelis,
and the international community to remember,
honor and acknowledge the Nakba, when more
than half a million Palestinians were displaced
from their homes in 1948. Translated from
Arabic as ‘the Catastrophe,’ this experience is central to Palestinians’ collective
memory and to the history of the wider conflict. We will mourn and bear
witness together and by doing so, we aim to create a better future for all. To
register, click here.

The Greater Community

Perennial Exchange
The Audi's annual Perennial Exchange will be
held at the Concord City Auditorium
on Saturday, May 7 from 8 a.m. to noon (rain or
shine.) There will be split and swap; a raffle;
and morning coffee. This event is sponsored by
The Friends of the Audi and Concord General Services. For more information
check out their website.

Farmer's MArket
The Concord Farmer’s Market begins on
Saturday, May 7. It will run every Saturday till
October 29 from 8:30 a.m. to noon on Capitol
Street.

Walker Lecture Series
Introduction took its name from the first song of
Chicago’s first album, an album that began a
musical legacy that spanned five decades. The
band holds a deep admiration and respect for
Chicago's artists and their early
music. Introduction will be a reminder of the
times and events that shaped their lives and their writing. They will perform
on Wednesday, May 11 at 7:30 p.m. All shows are free and located at
Concord City Auditorium on 2 Prince Street. For more information about the
Walker Lecture Series check out their website.

Cornhole & Food Truck

Event
Spend a day of family fun at White Park for Bags
& Bites - Concord's first Cornhole and Food
Truck Event on Saturday, May 15. The
Cornhole Tournament will be divided into an
adult/child, 11-15, and 16+ age group. Each 2-person team will be guaranteed
at least 4 games through a round-robin set up going into playoffs. Cost is
$50/team. If weather is rainy, the Bags & Bites event will be moved to the
Concord Parks & Recreation building at 14 Canterbury St. in Concord. All
teams will be notified in advance. All funds raised help support the re-build of
the Monkey Around Playground. For more information check out their website.

Film Viewing
In recognition of Mental Health Awareness
month, Fellowship Housing will be presenting
the film Ernie & Joe: Crisis Cops an intimate
portrait of two Texas police officers who are helping change the way police
respond to mental health crisis calls on Tuesday, May 17 at 6 p.m. located at
Red River Theatre. The film takes audiences on a personal journey, weaving
together their experiences during their daily encounters with people in
crisis. Guns and handcuffs holstered, Ernie and Joe de-escalate
confrontations, divert people in crisis to desperately needed mental health
services and save lives.
Joe Smarro, a star of the film, will then lead a panel discussion with our own
community leaders on this important issue and how the community of Concord,
NH deals with crisis response. He will be joined by Concord Chief of Police,
Bradley Osgood; Executive Director of NAMI-NH, Susan Stearns; VP Clinical
Operations of Riverbend, Sarah Gagnon; and a special guest from the
community. The evening will start at 6 p.m. with dessert and networking and
will conclude at 9 p.m. There is no cost for tickets, but seating is
limited. Reservations are required.

Don't forget to make your pledge today? Here's a pledge card.

The next e-Lation will arrive on Thursday, May 19.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,
please submit your article by Monday, May 16 to Alison.
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