
A Message from Rev. Jed

“Life is deep and simple, and what society
gives us is shallow and complicated.” 

-Fred Rogers

I remember where I was when I realized how relatively short the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was.  I was standing upstairs at

the museum in Montgomery which housed many of his
artifacts.  His wingtip shoes seemed to be about a size 9. His
robe seemed to be about 4.5' long, short enough to cover his
average 5' 6" 140-lb. frame.  All of which belied his faith, the

strength of his voice and the power with which he
spoke.  Whenever I listen to one of his original sermons, I am

struck again by the slow but powerful cadence of his
speech.  His immoveable patience, even when conflict was

running very high, was powerful enough to move a large crowd.

This February, as the days slowly lengthen and we wander
toward Lent, I invite you to rediscover your own depths a little
bit.  Turn off the phone.  Put down your assignments. Spend

some time with God in silent hearing and listening.  Our
constant fear, of course, is that we will disconnect somehow

with God, with friends or with projects if we do not keep
sprinting.  The truth is, we will discover those greater depths we



had all but forgotten.

 

Moment for Mission

The February Moment for Mission is the
Concord Coalition to End Homelessness
(CCEH) SouperFest event.  This year will
be the 14th annual event and there are
some exciting changes.  First, the event
will be indoors!  It will be held at the Bank of NH Stage located at 16
South Main Street in Concord.  Second, in addition to a wide selection
of soups from local restaurants, there will be live music by the band
Rozwell.  In a Rozwell set you are likely to hear hard rock, country, pop,
rhythm and blues, punk, and more, spanning six decades of Rock &
Roll.  From current radio play to bona fide classics that have stood the
test of time, the common element is a wide variety of fun and well-
crafted music for any occasion!

Your donations will be used to support South Church’s sponsorship of
this event.  The Pillars of Support initiative seeks the help of the
Concord’s diverse professions and industries to stand with CCEH in the
belief that everyone deserves a safe, decent, stable, and affordable
place to live.  We can only end homelessness when the entire
community is engaged in delivering solutions.  You donation will be
greatly appreciated.  Donate today!

Mark your calendar!  The SouperFest event is Saturday, March 4 from
12 noon to 2 p.m.  Stop by for some delicious homemade soups.  The
cost is $5 per soup with a first come, first serve policy.  Vegetarian and
vegan options will be available.  To learn more about the SouperFest
check out their website.  

Radical Hope

This year’s theme for our pledge drive is

https://south-church-concord-donations.square.site
https://concordhomeless.org/2023-souperfest/


“Radical Hope” – inspired by our mission,
vision, and values statement.  We ask
that you prayerfully consider
participating.  Our 2024 fiscal year
(running from July 1, 2023 to June 30,
2024) will include the retirement of Rev.
Jed and the hire of his replacement. 

Your pledges play a critical role in
determining the shape our future
takes.  72% of this year’s budget was
funded by pledging, and while
membership is growing, the amount
pledged per person has
dropped.  Without adequate giving, we
take from the church’s endowment to
cover any gaps.

Please think and pray about what role
you feel called to play in building our
shared future.  It's important that we
maintain our financial stability as we build
a foundation for our future, and pledges
are critical to our process.  Thank you for
your consideration.  If you feel called to
pledge, please return the pledge card or
email Kayla.  

Warm Welcome

Becky Field has been working to bring
her friend Mahboba's two brothers out of
Afghanistan for their safety and their
education.  After a long and difficult
process, they are here in Concord and
studying at SNHU.  Please join us
on Saturday, February 11 from 3 p.m.
to 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for a
reception to meet them and welcome them to our community. We will
have light refreshments and Afghan music.  If you have any questions,
contact Becky Field.  

https://files.constantcontact.com/b04c569b001/736b1163-23cf-491b-9472-20d46d015cb5.pdf
mailto:office@southchurchconcord.org
mailto:fieldworkphotos@gmail.com


Valentine's Bake Sale

Our Youth Ministries will be holding a
bake sale on Sunday, February 12 after
the 10 a.m. worship service.  This is a
chance to purchase a baked good for
your friends and family.  The proceeds
will benefit our Youth Ministries and their mission trip to New Orleans.  

Ash Wednesday

The season of Lent is almost here. This
year we will have three opportunities to
receive the mark of the ashes this Ash
Wednesday, February 22.

Morning Prayer:  Morning prayer will be held in person in the
chapel at 7:30 a.m.

Ashes to Go:  We will be offering Ashes to Go from 8 a.m. to 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in person.

Worship:  An intergenerational sanctuary worship service will
be held in person and on Zoom at 7 p.m.

Breaking Bread

On Saturday, January 28 about 46
people gathered in Fellowship Hall to



enjoy soup, bread, salad, dessert, and
rich conversations.  It was so good to be
with one another.  We were able to renew
connections, meet new people and build
relationships.  

The Faith Formation Ministry will be
hosting another Breaking Bread event on Saturday, February 25 at
5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Interested in participating in this event?
Sign-up online or in Fellowship Hall.  This will allow us to prepare
accordingly.  If you have any questions, contact Bruce Bairstow or Zib
Corell.       

https://www.southchurchconcord.org/event-details-registration/breaking-bread-with-friends-1
mailto:brucebairstow@comcast.net
mailto:Elizabeth.j.corell@gmail.com


Childcare

The Faith Formation Ministry would like
to offer childcare during the 10 a.m.
worship service for our young families
and their children from infants to three
years old.  We are looking for volunteers to help supervise the children
on Sunday mornings.  We believe it is the church's responsibility to
work with families to provide an inviting and safe atmosphere that
encourages their spiritual needs.  If you are interested in volunteering,
here is the link to the on-line signup sheet.  

Church Library

The Racial Justice books are on
display!  Feel free to borrow a book or
two to share with your friends and family.

Also, Sean left behind some books. Feel
free to stop in Fellowship Hall and take
what you want. He would be thrilled to know someone could use them.
  

http://volunteersignup.org/R9WCC


Family Promise

We will be hosting families the week
of February 19 to February 26 here at
South Church.  We will need assistance
from you to make this happen and be a
meaningful experience for the families in
our care.  Opportunities include preparing
dinner, serving dinner or breakfast, and
visiting with the families, as well as
staying overnight.  For more information
contact our coordinators.  To sign-up to
volunteer click here. 

Friendly Kitchen

During the months of February and
March, the Friendly Kitchen is looking for
volunteers to help with breakfast on Wednesday mornings from 7 a.m.
to 9:15 a.m. and lunch on Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.  If you
are interested in helping this winter, contact Valerie Guy.  

Prepare to Serve

Prepared to Serve 2023 will return to an
in-person gathering at Pembroke
Academy on Saturday, February
25 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This year’s
theme is Connecting & Reconnecting from the scripture passage in
Romans 1:11-12 (CEV): “I want to see you and share with you the
same blessings that God's Spirit has given me. Then you will grow

mailto:familypromisetbj@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4dafa92ca7f9ce9-family6/55543247#/
mailto:valerie@thefriendlykitchen.org


stronger in your faith. What I am saying is that we can encourage each
other by the faith that is ours.”  The workshops offered will provide
training and sharing on the topics most asked about in this time of
emergence.  To see detailed information on the individual workshops,
check out this website.  Register today.  

A Testimony for Racial
Justice
-Pegi Frostholm

I am very lucky.  I was raised in northern
New Jersey, where I had a happy,
cohesive family – two parents, two sisters, I even had my own
bedroom.  I grew up during the 1960s and 70s, but my parents shielded
me and my sisters from the worst of the racial unrest happening in the
country and just two towns away, in Newark, New Jersey.  Because I
lived in a middle-class town, I was also shielded from the unrest that
happened while I was in high school in the 70s.  It was not until later,
during my first marriage, that I realized that some folks did not have the
same chances to succeed that I had had.  I really assumed that hard
work would make anyone succeed, not understanding that all the hard
work in the world would not help folks prosper if they are not able to
receive the benefits of that hard work.  That sounds confusing, so let me
give you an example. 

In high school, my guidance counselor simply assumed every student
was headed for college.  We were never given help with filling out the
financial aid form or college applications; he assumed our parents could
figure that out.  After all, most of them were professional people who
could understand what the forms were asking for.  If, however,
someone’s parents were not familiar with filling in long and complicated
forms, they can be confusing and insurmountable.  I did not even think
about that, though, because it was so far beyond my experience, I
assumed it did not exist.

It is like racial issues, I have discovered.  I have never had issues with
discrimination or oppression because of my skin color or my
heritage.  That, of course, does not mean that others have not.  I am
aware of the differences in experiences now because I have started to
look beyond my own life to try to understand what others have gone
through in their lives.  Reading books and articles written by folks who
have had different life challenges from mine is helping me better

https://web.cvent.com/event/0e308bcc-013d-4d4a-9ec3-232c2c380d27/regProcessStep1?rp=589494a9-2e25-439d-b436-af7659685046


comprehend how those challenges have shaped their lives, as mine
have shaped my life.  All of us have been through difficult times.  Those
times shape who we are.  I know I am lucky because my difficult times
have not come about because of my skin color or heritage.

If I am called to live a life based on love – which I believe I am – I need
to be open to learning about the lives of folks who have different
backgrounds and life experiences from mine.  Each of us needs to be
seen for who we are and loved as we are.  I believe helping each other
learn to live with the challenges of our lives and to understand each
other’s lives in a way that is loving and accepting, is what love looks like
in action.

 
The next e-Lation! will arrive on Thursday, February 16.

If you wish to add something to our newsletter,
please submit your article by Friday, February10 to Alison.
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