
Prayer after the Shooting in Robb Elementary School

By Rev. Maren Tirabassi

 

God, rock the weeping parents

of Uvalde, Texas

in your tender arms.

Ease the fear and pain of brothers and sisters,

and sit beside them in nightmares.

 

Companion where comforting fails,

and hold those who grieve 

Eva Mireles and Irma Garcia.

Ease the hearts of emergency responders,

of medical teams working now,

with the families of the injured.

 

Give calm moments

in the tornado of loss, guilt, confusion,

of family, friends, work mates

of Salvador Ramos,

and especially those

who know his grandmother.

 

Be with teachers and counselors

of the Robb Elementary School

as school ends abruptly

to recognize trauma



among survivors this month

and for years to come,

and bring counselors to the counselors

who will hold this in their hearts,

and teach us all the things

that make for peace.

 

Be Parent to parents everywhere

terrified to send their children to school.

Be Teacher to teachers,

with the right words to say,

and turn every school administrator

into a Guide and Light

for the path to come.

 

Holy One, who calls – Woe

upon all who put a stone for stumbling

before any child, have mercy on us

if we do not remove weapons

from the hands of children,

and from the schools of children.

Amen

The Get Movin' 185 Challenge is underway!

Get Movin' 185 Challenge

This year the Get Movin’ 185
Challenge is the week of June 4 to
June 11, 2022.  We have many
individuals who have accepted
the Get Movin’ 185 Challenge.  Not
only did they accept this Challenge to
raise money for our church, but

prayerfully considered how they wanted to honor and represent this
church community they love so much.  We have reached out to a
few of our members and asked them to reflect on their Challenge
answering these questions: 

Why you picked this as your challenge?
What is special about South Church that those outside of our
community should know about?
I am so proud of South Church because . . .  

Here is what they have to say:      



Nancy Roberts’ challenge is to bake banana bread and give it
to a food pantry. “I love to bake and being able to give it away just
makes it a “win win.”  South Church has a talent for being an all-
inclusive church.  No matter your age or capabilities, there are
many opportunities and activities provided by our church.  One
needs to attend a church where they are “fed.”  For me, that church
is South Congregational Church.  I am happy to be a part of a
community of people who are welcoming to all.  The music is pretty
wonderful too.”
 
Celeste McQuarrie’s challenge is to write a checklist of 185
ways build hope. “You may be like me, seriously shaking my head
with how things are these days.  It can be hard to find hope even as
we pray, on our own or together.  But South Church is a hope filled
congregation.  For my Get Movin’ 185 Challenge I want to create a
shareable list of 185 ways to find hope.  Simple, everyday things
anyone can do.  I am at 105 so far and finding more!  Do you have
one or two you would like to add?  Message me on Facebook.  Or
maybe you would like to sponsor this effort to help support hope in
South Church!  Starting with the week of the challenge I will begin
posting them, one at a time, on Facebook with a
photo.  Hmm...maybe I'll dust off my calligraphy pens and create a
stack of 185 cards, each with a hope thought for the day.”
 
Liz Garlo’s challenge is to pick-up 185+ pieces of litter in her
neighborhood. “After attending a Zoom discussion on Climate
Change for South Churchers led by a UCC pastor, I really wanted
to do something for the environment, but I didn't know what or
when.  Things that the Zoom group had done ranged from
boycotting styrofoam cups to getting arrested for protesting the
Keystone Pipeline.  When a new member, who had been on the
Zoom discussion, approached me after church and said she would
like to spend 185 minutes cleaning up litter, I and the person I was
chatting with quickly agreed.  We decided to do it individually.  We
learned that plastic does not decay, only breaks down into smaller
pieces, and ends up in the ocean where it gets consumed and
disrupts the food chain.  We are excited to do a small part to protect
the environment and get some outdoor exercise.”
 
Martha Burnham’s challenge is to write 185 cards to
servicemen through the “Holiday Cards for our Military
Challenge.”  “I chose to write 185 cards to servicemen through the
“Holiday Cards for Our Military-NH Challenge” which began in 2018
by Laura Landerman-Garber.  Cards are mailed to deployed US
troops all over the globe, showing support and appreciation for our
soldiers, not only at the holidays, but year-round.  Over 500,000
cards have been delivered through the years!  A couple of years
ago, my family helped design and send a few Christmas cards, but I
have wanted to do more since, and felt that this was the incentive,
both to honor the troops and to contribute to my church.  South
Church has been my spiritual home for over 51 years since Dave
and I joined in 1970.  Although there have been many changes
through the years with new ministers, rebuilding after the fire,
congregants coming and going, it has remained a steadfast help

https://checkout.square.site/buy/LHXCYGGYFQ3ZQC2UDVMB7GLS


with lifelong friends and a supporting community.  I am so proud of
South Church because of its ministry not only to its own, but to
missions both near and far.”
 
Janet Zeller’s challenge is to go wheeling 1 mile 8 times in 5
days.  “I picked this challenge because, as a wheelchair user, it
was both a challenge to me and I knew I could complete it.  South
Church is a place of sincerely warm welcome, whoever you are,
and where there are real opportunities for inspiration and spiritual
growth.  I am so proud of South Church because it stands up for
social justice and equal opportunity for all.”
 
The Get Movin’ 185 Challenge is so much more than raising
money.  It’s about believing and embracing this amazing
community. Spread the word to your friends and family about the
hard work we are doing at South Church and sponsor someone
today.  Our goal is to raise $8,150.  Be sure to check out our
website and Facebook page to see what everyone is up to
throughout the week.  

Upcoming Meetings

Budget Information Meeting

There will be a budget information
meeting on Sunday, June
5 following the worship service.  The
proposed budget for the coming year
will be shared and questions
answered.  It will be both online and

in-person in the Sanctuary.

Annual Meeting

This year the annual meeting will be
held on Wednesday, June 22 at
6:30 p.m.  We will vote on the
budget.  It will be both online and in-
person in the Sanctuary. Covid
permitting we would like to begin the
evening with a potluck dinner at 5:30
p.m. Stay tuned for confirmation of
the potluck closer to that date.

Our Christian Community

https://checkout.square.site/buy/LHXCYGGYFQ3ZQC2UDVMB7GLS
https://www.southchurchconcord.org/185-challenge
https://www.facebook.com/groups/14125641587
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81652418338#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81652418338#success


Church Projects

Are you wanting to help at the
church?  We are looking for
volunteers to help clean the pews,
paint the radiators, and mulch the
garden.  If you are interested in
volunteering for any of these
projects, please contact Alison. 

Social Justice

Summer Reading

Join other South Church members in
reading Caste: The Origins of Our
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.  In
this book, she gives us a masterful
portrait of an unseen phenomenon in
America as she explores, through an
immersive, deeply researched
narrative and stories about real
people, how America today and
throughout its history has been
shaped by a hidden caste system, a
rigid hierarchy of human ranking.  A
copy of the book can be borrowed at
your local library, at the church,
purchased online or at the local

bookstore (Gibson’s is offering a 10% discount, just mention South
Church.)  If you are interested in participating in a book discussion
this Fall or have questions, please contact Kayla.

Summer Movie Suggestion

Just Mercy (watch-at-home) is a
2019 American biographical legal
drama film starring Michael B.
Jordan, Jamie Foxx, Rob Morgan,
Tim Blake Nelson, Rafe Spall, and
Brie Larson.  It follows a young
lawyer, Bryan Stevenson and his
history-making battle for
justice.  After graduating from
Harvard, Bryan had his pick of
lucrative jobs.  Instead, he heads to
Alabama to defend those wrongly
condemned or who were not

mailto:anyhan@southchurchconcord.org
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afforded proper representation, with the support of local advocate
Eva Ansley.  A copy of this movie can be borrowed at your local
library, at the church, or on-line.  If you are interested in
participating in a discussion this Fall or have questions, please
contact Kayla.

Spiritual Growth

Vacation Bible School

Ready to cook up some fun the week
of August 22? Throughout the week
our chefs will build on the practice of
using daily prayer to turn to God for
their needs and to serve as the hand
of God in ensuring that the needs of
others are met. They will learn the
stories: God provides Manna and
Quail; Elijah, the widow, and endless

oil; Daniel and friend eating the good stuff; Jesus feeds 5,000; and
Jesus cooks the catch of the day. Each day, our chefs will begin
the mornings with a mixture of stories, songs, crafts, and games. In
the afternoons, we will explore the stories in unique ways, and
possibly a local field trip. We will pray as Jesus teaches us in
Matthew 6:11; “Give us this day our daily bread.” These words
serve as a reminder that everything we have comes from God.  We
will be hosting a Vacation Bible School the week of August 22 to
August 26 from 9a.m. to 3p.m. for children in kindergarten through
sixth grade. The cost is $35 per child. To sign-up check out our
website at by Sunday, June 19. For questions or more information
please contact Alison.

Nurturing our Neighbors

Ascentria

Thanks to the generosity of South
Church members, the family from
Afghanistan that were welcomed and
resettled in Concord by Ascentria
Community Services back in
December of 2021 has settled into

permanent housing here in Concord.  Move in day was filled many
expressions of gratitude and awe as they explore the space and
furnishings.  Over the past six months the family of five, now six,
has been supported by Ascentria resettlement staff and two

https://www.justmercyfilm.com/
mailto:office@southchurchconcord.org
mailto:anyhan@southchurchconcord.org


community volunteers (Donna and Laurie) who assisted in
coordinating the family's integration and support needs.  With their
support the family has been able to enroll the children in school,
secure employment, and learn about their new surroundings.

With basic needs for housing and employment met, some
additional supports have been identified and the family will continue
to welcome support from community volunteers.  Members of South
Church are welcome to work with Ascentria, as community support
volunteers to help with some ongoing support such as: 

Providing recreational activities for the children (such as
taking the children to the playground or bike riding).
Helping the family learn about and practice Concord recycling
practices.
Providing rides to the laundromat as requested.
Engaging in conversations with the family members to help
practice their emerging language skills. 
Helping the family members learn new English words.
Enjoying a friendly visit and cup of tea.
Reading to and with the children.
Providing rides to Spice Market in Manchester or Katmandu in
Concord, as needed or regularly scheduled. 
Reading through the NH Driver’s manual to help the head of
household learn about driving in America.  (He already knows
how to drive… just needs to learn the rules of the road). 
Helping the family as they to learn to use the Concord bus
system.
Offering coaching.
Helping solicit material donations of items that might still be
needed or desired by the family.

 
If you are interested in learning more about how you can be a
community support volunteer, please e-mail Mary Lynne
Rahlson. (Be sure to provide your name, address, e-mail address,
availability, and area of interest.) There will be an informational
meeting via Zoom to learn more about Ascentria and your role in
assisting this resettled family soon. 

Connecting with the UCC

Summer Barth Seminar

The Massachusetts Convention of
Congregational Ministers is hosting
its annual Karl Barth Seminar on
Monday, June 6 to Tuesday, June
7 via Zoom.  This will allow them to
host two quite distinguished guests:
 

mailto:mlrahlson@msn.com


On Monday, June 6 at 10 a.m. the
speaker will be Professor Christiane
Tietz from the University of Zurich
and author of the most recent
biography "Karl Barth: A Life in
Conflict."
 
On Tuesday, June 7 at 10 a.m. the
speaker will be Professor Douglas
Meeks, Ph. D. from the Vanderbilt
School of Theology and will lead a
discussion of CD IV/4; Preface vii-xii,
pp. 165-213, 3-10.  Read 3-31 if time
permits.  We hope you can join us for
this timely and theological discussion
with your peers from all over the
world.  To register click this link. 

Discerning & Deciding: 
Bold Climate Action

According to a recent UN climate
report, the world has less than three
years for its greenhouse gas

emissions to peak and head into a relatively rapid decline. Careful
discernment is needed on where to place our time and energy in
seeking policies that will lead to a more just and hospitable world.
This webinar will feature three leaders in the climate movement:
Keya Chatterjee from the U.S. Climate Action Network; Miranda
Ehrlich from the Sierra Club; and Jean Su from the Center for
Biological Diversity. Even if you cannot make the scheduled time
on Wednesday, June 8 at 1 p.m., still sign-up, and we will send
you a recording. To register click on this link!

In Our Community

Portsmouth Art & Poetry Challenge

Join us in celebrating the winners
and viewing of forty-four art and
poetry submissions at the opening
reception on Saturday, June

25 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Portsmouth Public Library located at
175 Parrott Avenue. The reception will be in a tent outdoors and the
exhibit will be inside the Portsmouth Public Library. (Please note
that the library requires masks indoors.). Come enjoy refreshments
and view the works from kindergarteners through adults focused on
the theme of equity.

https://forms.gle/3rxr4ARBi8amW9Nu7
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/8716523929335/WN_XSNviG5_SbaiEVCwhLGKgQ


The next e-Lation will arrive on Thursday, June 16.
If you wish to add something to our newsletter,

please submit your article by Monday, June 13 to Alison.
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